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News Release


DISASTER UNEMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO NEBRASKANS 
LINCOLN, Neb. – If the severe flooding in parts of Nebraska this summer affected your ability to work, you may be eligible for Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA). 

To qualify, you must have worked or lived in one of the counties in the major disaster declaration by the President– Boyd, Burt, Cass, Dakota, Dixon, Douglas, Knox, Sarpy and Washington – and you must not be eligible for regular unemployment.
The DUA is a federally-funded program administered through the Nebraska Department of Labor to help workers whose employment or self-employment was lost or interrupted due to flooding between May 24 and Aug. 1, 2011.
Even those who don't normally qualify for unemployment insurance benefits, such as the self-employed, may be covered through the state-managed, federally-funded DUA program. 
Applications for DUA must be filed with the Nebraska Department of Labor by Sept. 26, 2011.
To be eligible for DUA benefits, an individual must be unemployed as a result of the disaster. Those eligible may also include:
· Those who were self-employed.
· Individuals unable to reach their job because they must travel through the affected area and are prevented by doing so by the disaster. 
· Individuals who were to commence employment but were prevented by the disaster.
· Individuals who became the “breadwinner,” or major support for a household because of the death of the head of the household as a result of the disaster.
· Individuals who cannot work because of an injury caused as a direct result of the disaster.
· Those whose businesses lost a majority of their revenue or income from an entity that was damaged or closed by the government.
To file for DUA, individuals will need their Social Security number and the name and address of their last employer or prospective employer. 
Applicants may be required to provide proof they were employed or self-employed at the time of the disaster in the affected counties, or that they were scheduled to begin a job or self-employment when the disaster occurred. Proof of employment can include pay stubs, vouchers or earnings statements. Proof of self-employment may include federal income tax form 1040 and other tax documents from the most recent tax year.
Individuals may generally receive up to 26 weeks of DUA benefits as long as the period of unemployment that continues is a result of the disaster.
Remember, DUA claims filed after the Sept. 26 may be ineligible for payment.
To apply, begin by calling the Nebraska Claims Center (NCC) at 402-458-2500, Monday through Friday between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Follow the automated prompts to continue through the claims process, and be prepared to wait during busy calling periods.
Additional information is available on the Nebraska Department of Labor website, www.dol.nebraska.gov . 
###
FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.

Disaster recovery assistance is available without regard to race, color, religion, nationality, sex, age, disability, English proficiency or economic status.  If you or someone you know has been discriminated against, call FEMA toll-free at 800-621-FEMA (3362). For TTY call 800-462-7585.

FEMA’s temporary housing assistance and grants for public transportation expenses, medical and dental expenses, and funeral and burial expenses do not require individuals to apply for an SBA loan. However, applicants who receive SBA loan applications must submit them to SBA loan officers to be eligible for assistance that covers personal property, vehicle repair or replacement, and moving and storage expenses.

SBA is the federal government’s primary source of funding for the long-term rebuilding of disaster-damaged private property. SBA helps homeowners, renters, businesses of all sizes, and private non-profit organizations fund repairs or rebuilding efforts, and cover the cost of replacing lost or disaster-damaged personal property. These disaster loans cover uninsured and uncompensated losses and do not duplicate benefits of other agencies or organizations. For information about SBA programs, applicants may call 800-659-2955 (TTY 800-877-8339). 

image3.jpeg
4 NEBRASKA

ANAGEMENT AGENC





image1.png




image2.png
U S Small Business Adm





