
2011-185 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

SARPY COUNTY, NEBRASKA 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SARPY COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE TO APPLY FOR BULLETPROOF VEST 
PARTNERSHIP (BVP) GRANT 

s 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §23-104(6) (Reissue 2007), the County has the power to do all acts in relation to the 
concerns ofthe County necessary to the exercise of its corporate powers; and, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §23-103 (Reissue 2007), the powers of the County as a body are exercised by the 
County Board; and, 

WHEREAS, a Federal grant for the Sarpy County Sheriff's Office is available to Sarpy County for the purchase of bulletproof 
vests; and, 

WHEREAS, the grant registration and application must be submitted online to the Department of Justice; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Sarpy County Board of Commissioners that The Sarpy County Sheriffs 
Office is hereby authorized to apply for the Bulletproof Vest Partnership (BVP) Grant. 

DATED this r day of __ ~¥'.=..!'-=-=------------ 2011 

MOVED by __ {~J7=-'L',:~..,__A--"1M£i-=-~.:...=.=..::...~-~=----' seconded by-~....:::;'.,.,__-_· -~--+------'that the 
above Resolution be adoptedF. (/-

NAYS: ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 



U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Justice Programs 

Bureau of Justice Assistance 

History 

Bulletproof Vest Partnership 

PROGRAM FACT SHEET 

The BulletproofVest Partnership (BVP), created by the Bulletproof-Vest Partnership Grant Act of1998 
(Public Law 105-181) and reauthorized by the BVP Act of2000 (Public Law106-517), is a unique U.S. 
Department of Justice initiative designed to provide a critical resource to state and local law enforcement. 

Since 1999, over 11,500 jurisdictions have participated in the BVP Program, with $118 million in federal 
funds committed to support the purchase of an estimated 450,000 vests. The Office of Justice Programs' 
Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) administers the BVP Program. 

Eligibility 

Eligible jurisdictions include general purpose units of local government such as cities, counties, parishes, and 
municipalities; federally recognized Indian Tribes; the 50 states; the District of Columbia; American Samoa; 
Guam; the Northern Mariana Islands; Puerto Rico; and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

Eligible law enforcement officers for BVP Program purposes include police officers; sheriff deputies; 
coJTectional officers; parole and probation agents; prosecutors; and judicial officials. 

Funding 

BVP funds up to 50 percent ofthe cost of each vest purchased or replaced by law enforcement applicants. 
Only vest models that comply 'IIIith the requirements of the Office of Justice Programs' National Institute of 
Justice (NIJ) may be purchased with BVP Program funds. 

The BVP Act of 1998 requires that at least half of all appropriated funds support applications from 
jurisdictions vvith populations under 100,000 people. \Mien the BVP Program was reauthorized for an 
additional three years (FY 2002- 2004), a new allocation principle required funding the full 50 percent of 
requested vest needs for applications from jurisdictions under 100,000, with any remaining funds available 
for applications from jurisdictions over 100,000 people. 

Vest Selection 

In November 2003, Attorney General John Ashcroft announced a Body Armor Safety Initiative in response to 
the failure of a bullet-resistant vest worn by a police officer in Pennsylvania. NIJ was directed to initiate an 
examination of Zylon®-based bullet-resistant vests (both new and used) and to review the existing program 
byv.tlich bullet-resistant vests are tested to determine if the program.needs modification. 

Having co"Jfleted i~s !at est phase of ballistic. and m~chanical properties ~e:ting, _N IJ has determined that 
used Zylon - contam1ng vests may not provtde the mtended level of balhsttc resistance. In response to this 
determination, N IJ has issued a body armor standard advisory notice concerning ZylonliJ, and has issued 
new interim requirements for its body armor compliance testing program that will become effective on 
September 26, 2005. Until the effective date of the interim requirements, jurisdictions that participate in the 
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BVP program 'Will be ineligible to receive payment for new orders placed for any body armor vest that 
contains Zylonliil. 

A list of vest models that comply 'With the NIJ interim requirements will be maintained at 
http://vomw.justnet.om. 

Additional Funds for FY 2005 
---------------------------~-------- -----------·-· 

Pursuant to the FY 2005 Department of Justice Appropriations Act, $23.6 million was made available for the 
purchase of vests through the annual BVP Program application process. Further to the Body Armor Safety 
Initiative, to better meet the vest replacement needs of America's law enforcement agencies this year, 
Attorney General Alberto Gonzales v-All make an additional $1 0 million available immediately. This additional 
funding will be available through a special BVP solicitation that \Mil open on August 24, 2005 and close on 
September 22, 2005. 

How to Apply 

The entire BVP application and payment process occurs online at https://vests.ojp.qov. 

Related Links 

.a :?QQ~.J~.V. P. _ P.F!Y.m ~nt~. 

Contact 

Linda Hammond-Deckard, Program Manager 
Bureau of Justice Assistance 
Office of Justice Programs 
U.S. Department of Justice 
810 Seventh Street NW 
Washington, DC 20531 
1-877-758-3787 
-~lo.9.<!,tl_gmm9n_q:-_Q_~_<:k~_r:c;J_@!:l.~~R.l-.gQY. 
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u.s. ocnanmem o/Justice 

Ollicc of lltstice PtOlJranJs 
Btt!letntoof Vest Pannetshinl !Judv IJrnJur Satetvlnitiative 

The Bulletproof Vest Partnership 
(BVP), created by the Bulletproof Vest 
Partnership Grant Act of 1998 is a 
unique U.S. Department of Justice 
initiative designed to a critical 

Home I Login I Site Map I Contact Us 

Body Armor Safety Initiative - An 
Initiative of U.S. Department of Justice. 
In response to concerns from the law 
enforcement community, the Department 
of Justice (DOJ) announced an initiative to 

ed-by-law--- ---
enforcement personnel and to examine the future of 
bullet-resistant technology and testing_ As part of this 
initiative, the National Institute of Justice (NIJ) has 
examined Zylon®-based bullet-resistant vests (both new 
and used) and is reviewing the process by which bullet
resistant vests are certified. 

Since 1999, over 13,000 jurisdictions have participated 
in the BVP Program, with $277 million in federal funds 
committed to support the purchase of an estimated 
800,000 vests_ The Office of Justice Programs' Bureau 
of Justice Assistance (BJA) administers the BVP 
Program. 

Body Armor Labels: When In Doubt .... Check It Out 

NEW: The Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) is (Click here for additional information) 
pleased to announce the Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 BVP 
application funding period. NEW 04/07/2011: NIJ Body Armor Advisory Notice 

Applications for FY 2011 BVP funds will be 
accepted beginning Monday, May 16, 2011. All 
applications must be submitted online by 6:00 pm 
(Eastern Time), Thursday, July, 7 2011. 

Please note that FY 2011 BVP funds may only be 
used toward the purchase of vests ordered on or after 
April 1, 2011. Each vest purchased with FY 2011 
funds must meet National Institute of Justice (NIJ) 
standards on the date it was ordered. Beginning with 
FY 2008 funds, the use period for BVP funds will be 
two years. To draw down FY 2011 BVP funds. vests 
must be received and the request for payment 
submitted to the BVP system by August 31, 2013_ 
Each applicant should update their profile before 
filing an application for FY 2011 funds. 

Planning Your FY 2011 BVP Application 

• Check Prior Year BVP Funds 
• Check Your Jurisdiction and Contact 

Information & Update if Needed 
• Be sure that the vests you intend to purchase 

are on the NIJ compliant list 
• FY 2011 BVP Funds can only be used for vests 

ordered after April 1, 2011_ 
• Have a written Mandatory Wear policy in place 

when application is submitted 

For additional information, click here_ 

• Galls model AIIAF (Apr. 1. 2011) 
• Galls model CIIIAF (Apr. 1. 2011) 
• PACA model AIIF (Apr. 1, 2011) 
• Galls model AIIF (Apr. 1, 2011) 
• Galls model AIIF (Apr. 1. 2011 l 
• PACA model CIIIAF !Apr. 1, 2011) 

Note: BVP Program participants that have ordered, but 
have not as yet received, any units of the above listed 
models of body armor. should contact the manufacturer 
immediately. 

Previous National Institute of Justice Body Armor 
Alerts 

12/22/2010: 

• Pacific Safety Products, Inc. Model 06UG2A8H 
• GH Armor Systems Model 06UG2A8H 

5/28/2008: 

• Model TBL II S6XF 
• Model MF34F-06 
• Model NFORCE II S6XF-06 

8/25/2008: New National Institute of Justice Body 
Armor Standard 0101.06 

Important Information - New BVP 
Requirements for FY 2011 Applications 

2/20/2008: Bullet-Resistant Body Armor Models 
Program Removed from NIJ Body Armor List 

NEW! UPDATED Mandatory Wear FAQs 

Following two years of declining law enforcement 
officer line-of-duty deaths, the country realized a 
dramatic 37 percent increase in officer deaths in 2010. 
Fifty-nine of the 160 officers killed in 2010 were shot 
during violent encounters; a 20 percent increase over 
2009 numbers_ The u_s. Department of Justice is 
committed to improving officer safety and has 
undertaken research to review and analyze violent 
encounters and law enforcement officer deaths and 
injuries. Due to the increase in the number of law 
enforcement officer deaths, coupled with our renewed 

National Institute of Justice Body Armor Safety 
Initiative Website 

Body Armor Safety Initiative Archive 

**All media contacts should be directed to the Office of 
Justice Programs. Office of Communications. ---

http:/ /www.ojp. usdoj .gov/bvpbasi/?openSections=05&titleGraphic=bvp&leveli =Program .. _ 6/22/20 II 
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efforts to improve officer safety. beginning with FY 
2011, in order to receive BVP funds. jurisdictions must 
certify, during the application process. that all law 
enforcement agencies benefitting from the BVP 
Program have a written "mandatory wear" policy in 
effect. This policy must be in place for at least all 
uniformed officers before any FY 2011 funding can be 
used by the agency. There are no requirements 
regarding the nature of the policy other than it being a 
mandatory wear policy for all uniformed officers while 
on duty. BJA strongly encourages agencies to consult 
the International Association of Chiefs of Police's 
Model Policy on Body Armor and to strongly consider 
all recommendations within that policy. This policy 
change was announced in October 2010 by Attorney 
General Holder after consulting with and receiving 

Page 2 of3 

----------input·from~the-law-enforcement~community-. ---------------------

The IACP has very generously provided both its Body 
Armor Model Policy and position paper to the BVP 
program. In order to obtain a copy of the Model Policy 
and position paper, jurisdictions must be registered 
with the BVP program. To obtain a copy of the Model 
Policy, contact the BVP Customer Support Center at 
1-877-758-3787 or email vests@usdoj.gov. 

For additional information regarding this new BVP 
program requirement, click here. 

BVP 50% Match Waiver: Jurisdictions with 2009 and 
2010 BVP award funds may request a financial 
hardship waiver during the payment request process 
and receive up to 100% of the cost of each vest 
submitted for reimbursement. Previously, a jurisdiction 
was only able to request up to 50% the cost of a vest 
with their available BVP funds. Jurisdictions requesting 
a waiver of the 50% match requirement may not use 
BVP funds toward the purchase of any vest with a total 
unit cost greater than $1,200; excluding taxes, 
shipping and handling fees (if any) to maximize 
funding for all eligible jurisdictions. All standard BVP 
vest requirements apply to the eligible vest types. 

Additionally, jurisdictions requesting a waiver have to 
meet criteria of financial or natural disaster hardship. 
The jurisdictions have to cite the source of their 
financial hardship during the waiver request process. 
Jurisdictions will be expected to keep documentation 
substantiating the financial hardship for four years and 
realize the waiver requests are open to Bureau of 
Justice Assistance and Office of the Inspector General 
audits. 

Finally, all applicant jurisdictions. requesting a waiver 
of the 50% match, are required to certify that the 

. jurisdiction's Chief Executive Officer formally accepts 
the request for the waiver and confirms the waiver 
justification provided. The certification must list the 
highest elected official from the requesting jurisdiction 
in order to be approved. 

Notice - Check Prior Year BVP Funds: Prior to 
completing an application for FY 2011 BVP funds, it is 
strongly recommended that prior year participants log 
into the BVP system and check for prior year BVP fund 
balances and the "de-obligation date"/use expiration 
date for each year's funds. In some instances the use 
of prior year funds had been extended. All "Requests 
for Payments" must be submitted to the BVP system 
on or before the "de-obligation date" or the funds will 
be considered expired and will no longer be available. 

The complete list of FY 2010 BVP awards can be 
viewed here. 

Historical BVP award information for FY 1999 through 
the FY 2009 can be accessed here 

http://www.ojp. usdoj .gov/bvpbasi/?openSections=05&titleGraphic=bvp&level1 =Program ... 6/22/2011 



Sarpy County Board of Commissioners 
1210 GOLDEN GATE DRIVE 

PAPILLION, NE 68046-2895 
593-4155 

www.sarpy.com 
ADMINISTRATOR Mark Wayne 

DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR Scott Bovick 

FISCAL ADMIN./PURCHASING AGT. Brian Hanson 

TO: Sarpy County Board 

FROM: Lisa Haire 

MEMO 

RE: BulletproofVest Partnership (BVP) Grant 

COMMISSIONERS 

Rusty Hike District 1 

Jim Thompson District 2 

Tom Richards District 3 

Jim Nekuda District 4 

Jim Warren District 5 

On June 28, 2011, the County Board will be asked to approve the attached resolution authorizing 
the Sarpy County Sheriffs Office to apply for a Bulletproof Vest Partnership (BVP) Grant. The 
Sheriffs Office has received this grant several times in the past. The cost is split 50/50 between 
Sarpy County and the Federal Government. 

Each year, the Sheriffs Office budgets funds to purchase bulletproof vests for new employees 
and to replace worn out vests for existing employees. The federal funds from this grant help to 
offset the costs for these vests. The grant will request funding for 65 total vests, 58 male vests at 
$650 per vest and 7 female vests at $750 per vest for a total cost of $42,950. If awarded, the total 
Sarpy cost will be $21,475 and the Federal request will be $21,475. 

Please do not hesitate to contact myself or Lt. Chris Culler with any questions. 

June 24, 2011 

cc: Mark Wayne 
Brian Hanson 
Scott Bovick 
Chief Deputy Jones 
Lt. Chris Culler 
Deb Houghtaling 

Lisa A. Haire 
593-1565 


