
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
SARPY COUNTY, NEBRASKA 

2010-272 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHAIRMAN TO SIGN MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING WITH MAPA IN REGARD TO THE SUSTAINABLE 

COMMUNITIES REGIONAL PLANNING GRANT PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §23-104(6) (Reissue 2007), the County has the 

power to do all acts in relation to the concerns of the county necessary to the exercise of its 

corporate powers; and, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §23-103 (Reissue 2007), the powers of the 

County as a body are exercised by the County Board; and, 

WHEREAS, an memorandum of understanding has been proposed with the Omaha 

Council-Bluffs Metropolitan Area Planning Agency ("MAPA") to cooperate in the application 

for a federal grant through the Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Program, and said 

memorandum of understanding is in the best interest of the citizens of Sarpy County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SARPY COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS THAT the Chairman of this Board, together with the County Clerk, be and 

hereby are authorized to execute on behalf of this Board a memorandum of understanding with the 

Omaha Council-Bluffs Metropolitan Area Planning Agency ("MAP A") regarding the Sustainable 

Communities Regional Planning Grant Program, a copy of which is attached hereto. 

DATED this rl~day of August, 2010. 

Moved by ?WlI-:g % , seconded by hId" ~ , that the above 
Resolution be adop d. Carried. 
YE S: NAYS: ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

Approved as to form: 

a~~tll;<"~ 
Deputy County Atto ey 



Between: 

And: 

Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

Sarpy County 

Omaha - Council Bluffs Metropolitan Area Planning Agency 

This is an agreement between Sarpy County and the Omaha - Council Bluffs Metropolitan Area 
Planning Agency, hereinafter called MAPA. 

I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding is to define the working relationship between 
Sarpy County and MAP A in regard to application for a federal grant through the Sustainable 
Communities Regional Planning Grant Program. 

II. ROLES AND RESPONSmILITIES 

Sarpy County agrees to allow MAPA to act as the lead applicant on behalf of Sarpy County for the 
purpose of application for the Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program. 

III. GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

Sarpy County agrees to support the application by MAPA for a federal grant through the Sustainable 
Communities Regional Planning Grant Program (Program). 

The Program will place a priority on investing in partnerships, including nontraditional partnerships 
(e.g. arts and culture, recreation, etc.) that translate the Livability Principles (see attached) into 
strategies that direct long-term development and reinvestment, demonstrate a commitment to 
addressing issues of regional significance, utilize data to set and monitor progress toward performance 
goals, and engage stakeholders and citizens in meaningful decision-making roles. Funding from this 
Program will support the development and implementation of Regional Plans for Sustainable 
Development (RPSD). 

If funds are granted through the Program, Sarpy County agrees to work with MAP A to create a formal 
consortium agreement no later than hundred-twenty (120) days after the effective start date of the grant 
agreement. 

Signature, Authorized Representative of Omaha - Council Bluffs Date 
Metropolitan Area Planning Agency 
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Sustainable Communities Regional PJanning Grant 
Program Goals 

The goals of the Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program are the following: 

1. Foster the development of sustainable communities throughout the United States that are consistent 
with the following Livability Principles (see June 16th

, 2009, United States Senate Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: Greener Communities, Greater Opportunities: New Ideas for 
Sustainable Development and Economic Growth): 
a. Provide More Transportation Choices. Develop safe, reliable, and affordable transportation 

choices to decrease household transportation costs, reduce energy consumption and dependence 
on foreign oil, improve air quality, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and promote public 
health. 

b. Promote equitable, qffordable housing. Expand location- and energy-efficient housing choices 
for people of all ages, incomes, races, and ethnicities to increase mobility and lower the 
combined cost of housing and transportation. 

c. Enhance Economic Competitiveness. Improve economic competitiveness through reliable and 
timely access to employment centers, educational opportunities, services, and other basic needs 
by workers, as well as expanded business access to markets. 

d. Support Existing Communities. Target federal funding toward existing communities-through 
strategies like transit-oriented, mixed-use development, and land recycling-to increase 
community revitalization and the efficiency of public works investments and safeguard rural 
landscapes. 

e. Coordinate Policies and Leverage Investment. Align federal policies and funding to remove 
barriers to collaboration, leverage funding, and increase the accountability and effectiveness of 
all levels of government to plan for future growth, including making smart energy choices such 
as locally generated renewable energy. 

f. Value Communities and Neighborhoods. Enhance the unique characteristics of all communities 
by investing in healthy, safe, and walkable neighborhoods-rural, urban, or suburban. 

2. Support Metropolitan areas and multi jurisdictional partnerships that commit to adopt integrated 
plans, strategies, and management tools to become more sustainable. 

3. Facilitate strong alliances of residents and regional interest groups that are able to maintain a long
term vision for a region over time and simultaneously support progress through incremental 
sustainable development practices. 

4. Build Greater transparency and accountability into planning and implementation efforts. 
s. Expedite implementation of the Livability Principles through changes in local zoning and land use 

laws and regulations that remove barriers to sustainable development for housing, economic 
development, transportation, and related water, sewer, and other environmental quality issues. 

6. Align local, state, and tribal capital improvement programs with the Livability Principles. 
7. Assist all regions to move toward sustainabiIity and livability, and, for regions that have shown a 

long-term commitment to sustainability and livability, prepare them for implementation and to 
demonstrate on-the-ground results. 

The participation of regions in the grant program will help the Federal Government to identify ways in 
which it can better support local and regional planning for sustainable outcomes and reduce redundant 
and conflicting federal requirements. 
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METROPOLITAN AREA PLANNING AGENCY 
2222 Cuming Street, Omaha, Nebraska 68102-4328 

Phone: (402) 444-6866 Fax: (402) 342-0949 
Email: mapa@mapacog.org www.mapacog,org 

In the MAPA Region: 1-800-827-6866 

August 5, 2010 

Chairman Joni Albrecht 
Sarpy County 
1210 Golden Gate Drive 
Papillion, NE 68046 

Dear Chainnan Albrecht: 

A Council of Governments 

SARPy COUNTY CLERK'S OFFII~ 
ADMINISTRATION DEPT, 

We met with you a few weeks ago to discuss the potential for MAPA undertaking 
a Regional Visioning Project for the MAPA region to look at what the area should 
look like in 50 years. The response from the people we have met on this concept 
has been very positive. As we mentioned at the time there was the potential for a 
federal grant to fund the project. The announcement for this grant was made last 
month. A couple of items required in the grant application are support from local 
jurisdictions in the MAPA area that not only agree that this an important project 
but also will commit their local staff to participate in this project. 

At the time of our presentation we indicated that we were not seeking any fonnal 
action on this project. We are still not asking for a formal resolution but support 
for the application from you that you think this is something that MAP A should 
pursue. Because there is a short time frame to complete this grant, we have 
included a simple Memorandum of Understanding outlining your support of this 
project. On the back of the MOU is a list of goals for the application which we 
feel aligns closely with visioning priorities brought up in the meetings that we 
have conducted. If you would prefer writing a letter of support that would be 
would be fine, in either case we would need the MOU or letter by August 19, 
2010. 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 

SM~ 
PaulF.Mullen 
Executive Director 

cc: Rusty Hike 



Sarpy County Board of Commissioners 
1210 GOLDEN GATE DRIVE 

PAPILLION, NE 68046-2895 
593-4155 

www.sarpy.com 
ADMINISTRATOR Mark Wayne 

DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR Scott Sovick 

FISCAL ADMIN.lPURCHASING AGT. Brian Hanson 

August 17,2010 

MEMO 

TO: Sarpy County Board of Commissioners 

FROM: Scott Bovick, Deputy County Administrator 

COMMISSIONERS 

Rusty Hike District 1 

Joni Albrecht District 2 

Tom Richards District 3 

Pat Thomas District 4 

Rich Jansen District 5 

RE: Resolution to Approve Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with MAP A to support 
Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Application for a Regional Visioning 
Project 

In April 2010, Paul Mullen and MAPA consultant Steve Jensen appeared in front of the Board to 
discuss conducting a Regional Visioning Project for the metro area. During their presentation 
they noted that the metro areas of Denver ("Metro Vision"), Salt Lake City ("Envision Utah"), 
Sacramento ("Valley Vision"), and Chicago ("Go To 2040") have recently gone through this 
process. Paul indicated the goal of the project is to determine "what the metro area should look 
like in 50 years and how do we get there?" 

Paul and Steve have since visited other communities in the metro area and have received 
widespread support to move forward. Today's Resolution will approve a Memorandum of 
Understanding to support a grant request of$1,300,000 to be used over two years. The grant 
requires a 20% soft match and will be funded through in-kind participation of staff during the 
visioning process, eliminating the need for matching funds from area communities_ Finally, any 
recommendations generated from the process will be voluntary for the partners to implement. 

As Sarpy County will continue to experience rapid growth, it is greatly beneficial for the County 
to be a partner in this Regional Visioning Project. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you. 

Cc: Deb Houghtaling 
Mark Wayne 
Brian Hanson 
Rebecca Homer 


