
BOARD Of COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
SARPYCOUNTY,NEBRASKA 

2009-338 

RESOLUTION PROHIBITING TRAPPING IN AND ALONG SARPY COUNTY ROAD RIGHT-Of-WAY 

WHEREAS, Neb. Rev. Stat. §39-1402 (Reissue 2008), provides the general supervision and control of the 

public roads of each county shall be vested in the county board; and 

WHEREAS, the Nebraska Legislature in the 2009 Session enacted LB 5, effective date August 30, 2009, 

amending Neb. Rev. Stat. §37-513 to provide the County the authority to adopt a resolution having the force and 

effect of law to prohibit the trapping of wildlife in the county road right-ot-way or in a certain area ot the right-of-way 

as designated by the county, and, 

WHEREAS, a resolution prohibiting the trapping of wildlife in the county road right-of-way is deemed necessary 

as an exercise of the County's authority for the following purposes: to protect individuals who are routinely in and 

along county road right-of-way in the course of their daily activities or who have occasion to be in and along county 

road right-of-way in connection with their travels and other activities; to protect employees of both public and private 

entities whose duties often require them to work in and along county road right-of-way; and to protect livestock and 

domestic animals of rural Sarpy County residents. 

NOW THEREFORE, MAY IT BE RESOLVED BY THE SARPY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS that 

pursuant to the authority under Neb. Rev. Stat. §37-513, that trapping as defined in Neb. Rev. Stat. §37-243 

(Reissue 2008), in and along the entire width of all county road right-of-way including roadside ditches adjacent to 

the traveled roadway, and beneath bridges within such county road right-of-way, is hereby expressly prohibited and 

declared to be unlawful. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all violations of the provisions of this Resolution shall be punishable as 

provided in Neb. Rev. Stat. §37-248 (Reissue 2008). 

DATED this 3!day of November, 2009. 
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Trapping in County Right-of-Way 
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Based on conversations with all of you, I have drafted a resolution prohibiting trapping in county road 
right-of-way and placed it on your agenda for a public hearing and action on Tuesday, November 2. 
Commissioner Thomas mentioned being able to support live traps but the legislation did not grant the 
authority to identify and approve certain methods, reserving the regulation of the types of traps for the 
Nebraska Games and Parks Commission. 

Along with the resolution I have received and included written comments from the Highway Department 
regarding impact upon their operations. In visiting with Tom Lynam, he indicated that he would address 
potential impact upon his department and only. 

I also received an e-mail fromMikeJones.Chief Deputy Sheriff indicating their opposition. Sheriff Jeff 
Davis told me that he would be appearing at the hearing to express their support of the ban. 

I will contact Games and Parks and let them know this is on the agenda in case they wish to appear. 

I wish to clarify my previous memo on this issue. The legislature struck the prohibition against trapping 
on county right-of-way from Nebraska statute but granted counties the ability to prohibit trapping on 
said right-of-way countywide or in certain areas of the county. So if you do not take action you will be 
authorizing trapping on any county road right-of-way. The resolution as drafted prohibits this trapping 
countywide. 

http://www.sarpy.com


Memo 
To: Fred Uhe, Deputy County Clerk 

From: Tom Lynam, Sarpy County Surveyor 

Subject: Trapping in County Right-of-Way 

Date: 10/30/2009 

I checked with some of our Foreman regarding the concern's, pro's & con's of 
allowing trapping in the County road Right-Of-Way's. 

Many have said that the activity of the animals have caused damage to County 
structures and we can expect the same in the future. One Foreman stated that 
the size of a legal trap would not fit and adult foot with a boot on and it does not 
appear to be a problem with them. 

Also the Adopt-A-Road Program usually is non-existent during the trapping 
season (I am told it is November - March), however if by chance a trapper lost or 
left a trap in place, we cold have a young clean up group (Scouts, School Groups 
etc.) trip the trap. Also this does not address domestic animals or people 
walking along the roadway during trapping season that could be at risk. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 


